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Farmingville, NY - O n Tuesday, September 30, C ounc ilwomen C onnie Kepert and Jane Bonner presented a C ertificate
of  C ongratulations ,  along  with  the  entire  Town  Board,  to  Longwood  C entral  School  D is tric t  T ransportation
C oordinator, Gale  Winsper. Gale, who  has  led  the  Longwood transportation department  for 12  years , was  recently
honored with the  A rt Schock  A ward by  the  New York  A ssoc iation for P upil  T ransportation (NYA PT) at their annual
conference  in  A lbany. Gale  also  serves  on the  State  Education Department's  (SED) A dvisory  Board  to  the  State
Direc tor for P upil  T ransportation Services , is  one of jus t 24  Mas ter Ins truc tors  in New York State, and has  chaired
the SED's  Mas ter Ins truc tor C ommittee to implement a school  bus  drivers '  course  for the s tate. Ms . Winsper also
spearheads  Long Is land's  annual O peration Safe Stop program, which is  a s tate-wide effort to c rack down on illegal,
potentially  lethal  pass ing  of buses  by  motoris ts . P ic tured  are  Town C lerk  Donna  Lent, C ounc ilwoman V alerie  M .
C artright,  C ounc ilwoman  Bonner, Gale  Winsper,  Supervisor  Ed  Romaine, C ounc ilwoman  Kepert,  C ounc ilman  Dan
Panico and C ounc ilman Kevin LaV alle.

Supervisor Romaine said, "Gale has  spent many years  making sure that our children get to school and come home
safely. I  commend  her  for  being  honored  with  this  pres tigious  award  and  for  the  service  she  has  given  to  the
Longwood C entral School Dis tric t."

"C ongratulations  to Gale for receiving the pres tigious  A rt Schock A ward from NYA PT ," s tated C ounc ilwoman C onnie
Kepert. "A s  a  former Longwood  H igh  School  teacher, I  am well  aware  of Gale's  continuous  efforts  to  make  pupil
transportation safety a top priority through implementation of bus  safety polic ies  within the school dis tric t, as  well as
through educational programs, such as  the annual O peration Safe Stop event Gale coordinates  that I  have attended
for many years . Her hard work and leadership make her more than deserving of this  great honor."

C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner said, "There is  no one better qualified to be respons ible for the safety of our children than
Gale. Her knowledge, experience and genuine concern assures  parents  that their children are in good hands  when the
buses  roll every morning and afternoon. This  is  a well-deserved honor and I  thank her for the work she has  done over
the years  for the Longwood C entral School Dis tric t."
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